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Global Leadershif!_ b"Jl;i1 ............................................... . 

Tokyo, May 2019 
Subject: Call for Applications 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

We are pleased to send you our latest brochure and request your cooperation in selecting promising 
candidates from your organization for our One-year and Two-year Master's Program of Public 
Policy (MP1/MP2). 

Located in central Tokyo and sponsored by the Japanese government, GRIPS is a graduate 
school dedicated to educating future leaders in the public policy arena. It is one of the most 
international institutes in Japan and is designed to attract government officials from around the world. 
Our MP1/MP2 Program is taught entirely in English and full scholarships are available for outstanding 
applicants. Online applications for the Fall 2020 admissions will be accepted between August and 
November 2019. (Specific dates are subject to change, please refer our website for the details: 
http://www.grips.ac.jp/en/admissions/index/) 

We hope that you will encourage your most promising staff to apply for admission to our MP1/MP2 
Program and would be grateful if you could circulate the enclosed brochures and fliers among 
relevant people in your office. Your kind consideration w~uld be highly appreciated. 

We look forward to receiving applications from e_xcellent-candidates from your organization. 

Sincerely yours, 

Makoto Tanaka, Ph.D. 
Professor 
Director of MP1/MP2 Program 
National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) 

Enclosure: 
Brochure 

· Flier 

l1trl ................................. - ........................................... ---. 

For further details and Inquiries 
GRIPS Admissions Office 
admissions@grips.ac.jp 
Tel: +81-(0)3-6439-6046 
Fax: +81-(0)3-6439-6050 

http://www.grips.ac.jp/en/admissions/index/ 

NATIONAL GRADUATE INSTITUTE FOR POLICY STUDIES 
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2020 ADMISSIONS 

Public Policy Program 
NATIONAL GRADUATE INSTITUTE FOR POLICY STUDIES 
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The Public Poiicy Program aims to educate leaders, public 
managers, and policy analysts in the policy tools needed for 
efficient governance. 

The One-year Master's Program (MPI) equips mid-career managers and leaders with the 
fundamental skills and knowledge needed to be effective managers in the public sector. 
Students develop familiarity with all phases of the policy cycle. They are required to write a 
policy report as partial fulfilment of the degree of Master of Public Policy or Master of Public 
Administration. 

The Two-year Master's Program (MP2) provides pre- and early-career professionals and 
staff members with the technical skills needed to be professional policy analysts. The 
program provides a strong platform for advanced research (including doctoral studies). 
Students are required to write a master's thesis as partial fulfilment of the degree of Master 
of Arts in Public Policy. 

GLOBAL NETWORK 
You will join a robust 
network of over 5000 
GRIPS alumni in more 

than 100 countries 

Study in English 
GRIPS is a leader in 
Eng I ish-based 
education in Japan. 
You will learn from 
world-class academics 
and leading policy 
makers. 

Vibrant Tokyo 

Study and live in 
Japan's bustling 
capital, undeniably 
one of the world's 
most captivating cities. 

Summer Program 
The capstone of the 
GRIPS experience, 
offering an exciting 
range of events to 
enhance your practical 
policy-making skills. 



► . 

Ali application procedures should be 
completed online. 

Qualifications 
You are: 

An ambitious individual with a career plan that involves 
leadership 
Aged in your mid 20's to mid 30's 
A mid-career government professional wishing to 
enhance your skills with a professional graduate 
qualification 
Proficient in English (TOEFL iBT 79; IELTS Academic 
6.0) 

Scholarships 
Full scholarships - funded by the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) and the Japanese government (ME:XT) - are 
available for quaiified candidates. 

Important dates'k-
Online applications open: August 2019 
Application deadline: November 2019 
Admissions notification: April-July 2020 
Enrollment: October 2020 

* Please check our website for exact dates 

Degrees offered 
Master of Public Policy (MPl) 
Master of Public Administration (MPl) 
Master of Arts in Public Policy (MP2) 

;---, 

l_j Gateway to 
Global Leadership_ 

GRIPS 

Career destinations 
Graduates from this program are expected to hold 
executive positions in national or local government and 
international organizations, or to be researchers in public 
policy. Graduates' career paths include Office of the 
President/Prime Minister, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of 
Commerce & Industry, Ministry of Labour & Human 
Resources, Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Ministry of Public Administration, :v1inistry of 
Land & Energy; Central Bank, Development Bank, Stc;ck 
Exchange, Public Utilities (Electricjty, Gas, Water) and 
Universities 

1\l>out (i Il J 

The National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies 
(GRIPS) is a global hub for world-class policy research 
and education. We prepare public policy leaders and 
professionals who will play key roles in democratic 
governance, and we are committed to providing quality 
education that meets the needs of both students and the 
government agencies they serve. Our core tenets are an 
inte,disciplinary approach to policy research that is set 
within a truly multinational environment and a focus on 
equipping public policy professionals with the skj]]s they 
need to serve effectively on the world stage. 

Further Inforn1.ation & Inquiries 

Please check our website for program details and application procedures. 
GRIPS homepage: http://www.grips.ac.jp 
Admissions Office: http:/ /www.grips.ac.jp/en/admissions/index/ 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our Admissions 
Office. 

Email: admissions@grips.ac.jp 
Phone: +81-3-6439-6046 
Fax: +81-3-643 9-605 0 

Adress: 7-22-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-8677 



Asian Development Bank - Japan Scholarship Program (ADB-JSP) 
Japanese Government (MEXT) Scholarship · 
Self-Financed Students 

One-year Master's Program of Public Policy (MP1) 

Two-year Master's Program of Public Policy (MP2) 

G 
GRIPS 
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NATIONAL GRADUATE INSTITUTE 
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About GRIPS 

Your Gateway to Global Leadership 
GRIPS is a graduate school specializing in education and research for policy studies. The 

predecessor of GRIPS was the Graduate School of Policy Science (GSPS), which was 

established in 1977 at Saitama University as the first graduate school for policy studies in 

Japan. Established in 1997 by the Japanese government, GRIPS inherited the GSPS mantle 

and eventually moved to Roppongi, an international and cultural hub of Tokyo. GRIPS aims 

to produce first-class policy makers and conduct cutting-edge research in policy studies. Our 

slogan, "Gateway to Global Leadership," summarizes the mission of GRIPS: We seek to identify 

and nurture leaders and managers involved in policy-making on a global scale. 

GRIPS is one of the most internationalized graduate schools in the world, with international 

students comprising nearly 66% of the student body. The class of 2016-2017, for example, 

which consisted of 421 students, included 279 foreign students from 62 countries. Most GRIPS 

students are professionals from central and local governments. 

GRIPS has been a partner of the Asian Development Bank-Japan Scholarship Program (ADB­

JSP) since 2000. In addition, GRIPS has been selected by the Japanese government and 

international organizations such as the World Bank, the World Customs Organization, and 

the International Monetary Fund to train mid-career government officials from emerging and 

developing countries. 

Photo : * Masao Nishikawa 



2 GRIPS' Flagship Program 

The Public Policy Program 
The Public Policy Program (PPP) is GRIPS' flagship program and it has 

roots going back to the GSPS. The mission of the PPP is to educate 

leaders, public managers, and public policy analysts, providing them with 

the policy tools and ethical principles needed for democratic and efficient 

governance in the public policy arena. The PPP has produced a steady 

stream of highly qualified managers and leaders for many important _areas 

of public policy. Graduates of this program become part of an international 

network of policy professionals. 

The Public Policy Program has two tracks-a one-year track (MP1) and a 

two-year track (MP2). The working and teaching language of the PPP is 

English and all courses are offered in English. 

The one-year master's program (MP1) equips 

mid-career managers and leaders with the 

fundamental skills and knowledge needed to 

make them effective managers in the public 

sector. Students develop familiarity with all 

phases of the policy cycle. The program awards 

the degree of Master of Public Policy or Master 

of Public Administration. Students are required 

to write a policy report in partial fulfillment of the 

requirements for the degree. 

The two-year master's program (MP2) provides 

early- and mid-career professionals and junior 

staff members with the technical skills needed 

to be professional policy analysts. The program 

builds a strong foundation for advanced research 

(including doctoral studies). The program awards 

the degree of Master of Arts in Public Policy. 

Students are required to write a master's thesis 

in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the 

degree. 

Director: 
Makoto Tanaka 
(Applied Economics) 

, 
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Program Design: lnt_erdisciplinary Academic & 
Professional Education 
The curriculum is composed of an introductory course in policy studies, policy debate seminars, 

and a wide variety of elective courses. All PPP students are provided a common interdisciplinary 

and analytical foundation through required courses. Students acquire more specialized 

knowledge by taking recommended courses. A wide range of elective courses enables students 

to enhance their academic and pragmatic skills. Pr?ctical courses are taught by government 

officials who have extensive experience in policy formulation and implementation. This 

combination of academic and practical knowledge is the hallmark of a GRIPS education. 

Economic 
Policy 

Public 
Policy 

Program 

lnternatJonaiRela~ . 
tions .. 

1.nten;iaJi?.-iat . 
Devefop,tfi~nt 

·· stuat~s --

Students are provided considerable guidance in the preparation of their policy reports. Students 

develop research skills. choose a research topic, and develop their policy reports in two policy 

debate seminars. The Center for Professional Communication (CPC) offers guidance and 

support at every stage of the writing process, from selecting a topic to writing the final draft. 

In addition to the knowledge and skills acquired in the first year, MP2 second-year students 

receive advanced training and guidance in the technical and practical skills needed for public 

policy analysis. Students develop and apply their research skills to writing and defending 
compulsory master's theses. Thus, M P2 provides a strong platform for advanced policy 

research (including doctoral studies). 

03 GRIPS' Flagship Program 



Basic 
Courses 

Basic & Applied 
Courses 

Applied & 
Advanced 
Courses 

Finalizing 
Policy Report 

Developing 
Ideas for Policy 
Report/Thesis 

Policy· Debate 
Seminar I 

Policy Debate 
Seminar II 

Summer 
Program 
(non-credit) 

Faculty: Cutting-Edge Academic Research for 
Practical Policy Solutions 

Choosing 
Concentration 

Policy Report 
Proposal 

Policy Report 
Presentation 

Thesis Proposal 
& finding 
Supervisor 
~~ 
~~ 

MP1 and MP2 are taught by full-time faculty as well as visiting lecturers. The core GRIPS 

faculty is composed of domestic and international scholars with solid academic backgrounds 

and outstanding publication records as well as practitioners with extensive experience in the 

civil service and public policy management. 

Concentrations: Your Field of S~udy 
Students can enroll in a wide variety of courses covering the social sciences, including 

economics, international relations, development policies, operations research, as well as 

their chosen fields for in-depth policy study. The PPP provides students with a choice of four 

concentrations (specialties): Economic Policy (EP), International Development Studies (IDS), 

International Relations (IR), and Public Policy (PP). 

GRll)S' Fia,7sl11p f'rogmm 04 



Economic Policy (EP) Concentration 
The objective of the Economic Policy (EP) Concentration is to provide 

policy professionals with the skills needed to design and evaluate policy 

alternatives while emphasizing the application of economic tools to real­

world policy problems. Students are strongly recommended to take core 

and applied courses in economics. Each student is required to produce 

a policy report/thesis, for which GRIPS faculty members will provide 

guidance and advice. 

Titles of Past Policy Reports and Theses 

• Financial Development and Economic Growth in Developing Countries 

Associate Deputy 
Director and 
Concentration 
Leader:Nobuhiro Hosoe 
(Computational Economics) 

• Non-Interest Income and Risk: The Empirical Evidence of Thai Commercial Banks 

• Assessing the Impact of International Trade on Economic Growth: A Case Study of 

Ghana 
• The Impact of Exchange Rate Movements on Foreign Direct Investment in Uganda 

• The Impact of Monetary Policy towards Investment in Indonesia 

International Development Studies (IDS) 
Concentration 
The International Development Studies (IDS) Concentration aims to foster 

technical skills for solving development problems using economics as 

the basic tool. Specially designed for researchers and policy makers 

interested in development issues, the curriculum of this concentration 

covers a wide range of topics in development including gender, 

poverty, agricultural development, trade and industry, environment, and 

government and market. 

Titles of Past Policy Reports and Theses 

• An Essay on the Evolution of Modern Rice Farming Systems in Asia 

• Women in the Labor Market in Vietnam Since the Start of Doi Mo 

Concentration Leader: 
Jonna P. Estudillo 
(Development Economics) 

• Is There a Difference in Outreach by the Legal Status of Microfinance Institutions? 

• Nonfarm Sector Development .and Women Empowerment in Bangladesh 

• Contribution of Community Forestry to Sustainable Forest Management in Nepal 

05 GRIPS' Flagship Program 



International Relations (IR} Concentration 
The International Relations (IR) Concentration aims to foster the 

development of future policy leaders through intensive training in the 

methods and approaches necessary for understanding and solving 

major contemporary challenges in the world. We welcome students with 

interests in international affairs, covering a variety of issues from security 

to political economy, as well as those who wish to analyze domestic 

politics or political economy within the context of an individual country 

or from a comparative perspective. Both qualitative and quantitative 

methods can be adopted for analyses. 

Titles of Past Policy Reports and Theses 

Concentration Leader: 
Hyoung Kyu Chey 
(International Political 

Economy) 

• Question of Existence: Rising Sea Levels in the Pacific and New Zealand Policy Options 

• R2P in East and Southeast Asia 

• Small States as Negotiators: A Comparison of Cambodia and Laos with 

Reference to the South China Sea Issue 

• Ghana's Regional Integration Efforts in Africa: The Post-Nkrumah Era in Review 

• Building Trust in the Relationship with China: From Vietnam's Perspective 

Public Policy (PP} Concentration 
The objective of the Public Policy (PP) Concentration is to provide 

students with knowledge of various policy issues from many different 

disciplinary viewpoints to support their understanding and investigation 

of policy-related problems. Students are required to write a policy 

proposal based on the application of either quantitative or qualitative 

analytical tools to a policy issue. In preparing policy reports, students 

should (a) collect quantitative and/or qualitative data, (b) analyze the 

data, and (c) write a policy proposal based o~ their investigation. 

Titles of Past Policy Reports and Theses 

• Public Service Reform Programme in Tanzania 

• Thai Consumers' Purchasing Perception toward Payment 

Instruments for Point-of-Sale Transactions 
• Optimal Mechanisms for Knowledge Sharing in 

International and Development Cooperation 

• Food Safety Concerns in Bangladesh 

Concentration 
Leaders: 
Tatsuo Oyama 
(Operations Research) 

Concentration 
Leaders: 
lkuo Shimomura 
(Public Administration) 

GRIPS' Flagship Program ___ __:0:.c:.6 



Curriculum 

Economic Policy 

Microeconomics I 

Microeconomics II 

Macroeconomics I 

Macroeconomics II 

Introduction to Applied 
Economics 

Introduction to Public Policy Studies 
Policy Debate Seminar I & II 

Independent Study (Thesis) [only for MP2] 

Required or Re<;oml)1~nded Courses by Concahtraiion • 

International Development 
Studies 
Microeconomics I 

Microeconomics II 

Essential Microeconomics 
Macroeconomics I 

Macroeconomics II 

Essential Macroeconomics 

Development Economics 
Introductory Statistics 

Development Economics 
Introductory Statistics Strategies of 
Economic 

Development 

Poverty Alleviation 

Introduction to Applied 
Econometrics 

Trade and Industrial Development 

Gender and Development 

Government and Market 

Agricultural Economics 

Environmental Economics 

Cost Benefit Analysis I 

Cost Benefit Analysis II 

Structure and Proc6sS of 
Government 

Introduction to Quantitative 
Methods 

Comparative Analysis on Science, 
Technology and Innovation Policy 

Introduction to Applied 
Eonometrics 

GRIPS Forum 

Resource and Energy Economics 

Agricultural Development 

Comparative Political Economy 

Comparative Development Studies 
of Asia 

International Relations 

International Relations 

International Security Studies 

lnternati9nal Political Economy 

International Relations in Europe 

Military Operations, Strategy, and 
Policy 

Development Cooperation Policy 

Transnational Organized Crime and 
Security 

Non-Traditional Security 

Comparative Politics 

Comparative Political Economy 

Comparative State Formation 

Structure and Process of 
Government 

Political Economy of Modern Japan 

Government and Politics in Japan 

Comparative Development Studies 
of Asia 

State and Politics in Southeast Asia 

State and Politics in Africa 

Politic of Global Money and Finance 

Topics on International Relations 

Institutions in Policymaking 

Note: The above table lists some of the required and recommended courses by concentration. 

:.0_7 _____ GRIPS' F·lagship Progr~rn 

Public Policy 

Government and Market 

Introduction to Applied Econometrics 

Trade and Industrial Development 

Public Economics 

Resource and Energy Economics 

Development Economics 

International Security Studies 

Structure and Process of Government 

International Political Economy of 
Money and Finance 

Introduction to Quantitative Methods 

Introductory Statistics 



GRIPS Summer Program 

The mission of the GRIPS Summer Program is to enhance participants' practical policy-making 

skills through activities that require participants to apply their discipline-based knowledge to 

various real-life policy issues. The GRIPS Summer Program is organized into four major activity 

areas: seminars, symposia, and conferences; skill-enhancing workshops; research tours and 

field trips; and sports, entertainment, and culture. 

1. Seminars, Symposiums, and Student Conference 

BBL Seminars 
H-LAB Talent Show by students 

Japan's Lessons for Europe's Crisis Management 

Student Conference-Public Policy, Innovation and Development 

2. Skill Enhancing and Policy Workshops 

Workshop on strategic negotiations 

Media skills for policy makers 

English for social networking 

Twitter for better government 

Grant proposal writing 

3. Research Tours & Fieldtrips 
Haneda Chronogate Logistics Terminal tour 

Mt. Fuji hiking 
J-Power thermal power plant tour 

Miraikan Science Museum tour 
Visits in Ministry of Defense, Bank of Japan, and Embassies 

4. Sports, Entertainment, and Culture 

Bon Odori Dance: "Ropponjin Ondo" 

Introduction to Japanese Tea Ceremony 
Cultural exchange with junior high school students 

c;Fl!PS Summer f"rcgrnm ____ O~B 



4 Alum·ni 

I . ·• .· . . . . . . . . . ' 
Among the greatestbenefits and joys qf studying afGRlP.S are thE;•quality antj diversity of the 

student coinmunity. The' connections you makC3 a,t GRIPS' arE; a valuable' part of your degree. 
• ' j /· :.-1> >··:_._.. ·,. __ . _. ._,. ,. __ ·: .. :·:.·,, ._· I ·, ·-." .·. .. ._:.. ' 

The GRIPS Alumni Network will ensure l1ft;1t1me bonds by keeping you in touch with fellow 

alumni and the school. 
As a GRIPS graduate, you will join an impres~jve rietwcirk of arourid 3;700 ofumni who are 

. actively shaping and'administering public polici.es in' m9te than 9H countriesaround the world. 

We offer a varie1Y of ways to remain engaged with GRI.PS arid strengther, your ties with follow , 

i.ilurnni around the globe. These include aiurrini reunior.is, seminars, a searchable alumni 

'directory and on line netw~rking opportu!litles.utii'izing .social h1edia suc:'h as.Facebook and 

Linked In: 

Alumni Voices 

t'\lurnrn 

i . . . ,:- -~. :.-_::_.' ··:':. ... , . -· __ •··_: _: . :.':: ::: ::. -->- -_ ·. --· ' 
. Bojan Petrovski (l\llacedonia, 2008) Pub~ic PoUcy Pmgrairl ' 

l' State cbunselor, Office of the ,P~irne Minister of the Republic ~t Macedonia 

1····~;·l:·~;i·~~:-~t·~;~~·•~·~;·:~~·~;::~;~·.i6::;~··;~·i::;~~~·j;6/·~6i;;,;•i;i~-i~~·::~·~:j:.i;;~•2~~-~;;;l·~:·;;~~-~-;i~;;~,~-;·~;··· 

I me from many viewpoints. First undforemost, it enatil;ed n1e to gm;_.;_; 0cadem1caHy, and l()cllll 
I many new aspects of policy making and in;iplementiltion that had. been n11ss111g 1n my prior ' 
i ,education The11, it allowed me to gEJtacqua1nted with Japan, one ot the most ex,i'ing plnces 111 
I . ·. . , · .. ·.··.' ... ··.·,•. i the world, iich with both tradition a11cl modern lifu Finally, graduating from GRIPS turned out , 

1

1 
10 be the key asset !Qr career ~dvzjpcem~n)that brou,1ht ~1e to the 1i.~xt level within ti1e public 

I I . · .• -, .-: • ' • ' _ .. ' ,; .. 

institutions of my country. I warn1lyrecornrnehdf!kiDQ,up stu.di0~st GRIP$ to uny public servicu 
· pro!essional · · · 

1 



staff, the multidiscrplinar·y approach, to studies a11d multicultural environment at GRIPS, all 

1 ens1irod thilt I oot more tl1,m I had rmvisaged. This life defining and changing experiuncc; was 

i truly my gate way to institutional and global leadership. 

' ' Marcelo .Echague Pastore {Paraguay, 2013) 

· Twosyear Master's program of Public Policy 

Director, Etdnomic Studies and Financial Analysis, Securitie~ and Exchange Con~mission of Paraguay 
' 

fhe discovery of GRIPS'was il great joy, as rt offers programs thilt am very inter-disciplinary in 

tiieir 'scope, 'py mixing ,Economics, Politic,11 Science, lnternatiomil Security Studies, nnd so on. 

McJ;e(iver, this university also proved to be extremely internil1ional,·~rnibling me to interact ond 

exchar)ge experiences with people that I would cortainly, not easily moot in other p;irts of the 

world. S,tu~lyinq at GRIP? hijs also been extremely positive in terms of learning, by givi11g rnc the 

chan,~e t~ take leadership roles ,;uch c1s within the International Sturlent Council, together with 

the numerous invitation to several high-lever discussions, meetings and panel debates with top 

profe~sional~ ir,1 their f.ields, incjuding pL!bli~ servants, acaaernics, and executives from the private 

sector Such an experience has definitely been Jielpful in prepiiring rne for rny present and tutu re 

endeavors: Honr,stly, I do not think I wdul,d havcJ gotten my current iob. at th_e Securities ,-111d 

~xchange Cornmission or ~'arilguay if it was not for GRIPS. 
, I 

J -- ; .I - - I 

Gre,e:ting frotr) Bhutan, the Lang .Happiness! To be honest, initially for aboutfew weeks I was, 

literally feeling homesick wanting to go back to rny country. With the support frorn the student 

office I slowly ncclirncitized myself int,o the -system. [)9ys, Wrwks and rylonths pa~yed and I stmted 

feeling llke 'yes' th,is is the place I w;inted to live and stLJdy. GRIPS, wi\h lbt of International 

Students t111d J;:ipar,iese students is anotherl beauty by itself. Where we get to know many friends 

across the wori'd and knowi11g their culture h1s l'Jroadened my thinking and underst,incli11q 

of !he Universe, Thd Professors are.(alerrttid ,md full of know.ledge and the rnbst important wiis• 

their willinqness to help the student at (:my point of 1ime. Faculties working in GRIPS were sucl1 

a lovely pqrs?n, makit19 us t.eel like home. I say rny two years stay in Japan hc:1d trained and 

I prepared me_ bo~h mentally and protessionally to take up any responsibilities. 
. 1 ' ' 

Keiko Fokurnori {Japan,201ll) On,~-year Master's Progr\lm of Public Poli~y 

Representative, Japan International Coopera,tion Agency lndor:iesia Office 
,, ' 

· CRIPS io a unique schooLwith an excellent public policy and aclministration prosJlam. It offers riot 

only theoreticai studies but also various case studios from' other countries, includinq developin,i 

countries, whi~h arn useful for actual work rn business and administratiqn. learning 

environn~erit ;it GGIPS is so international that you can forget that this rs a s'chool in_ lokyo You 

can v1ke all yoJr course in En9lish and the proornm con be customized oascid on your perso~ol 
1. ': '. . . • 

it,,ternsts. I focused bn nconomics and econometrics, ,md I acquired many theoretical and 

8nalytical skills for public policy work. The student-filcu'lty ratio is vmy good and vou can ask tho 

teacher to raise 1he IEJvel if you would like to loarn rnore Shilring sur;h a unique c1nd prncious time 

in acild~mics vvith pEX>ple frOlll various'(:ountrim, wrll surely lJ8 ~ne of rny lifetirnoltrcasurr:s 

201\.l"ir,ro 

A!urnr11 



Admissions 

Qualifications 

The application procedure should be cornpleted online 

by all candidates for MP1 and MP2. Applicants need to 

obtain an ID and Password prior to online application. 

The Online Entry Form and Online Application Form 

must be submitted by the appropriate deadlines. 

Details can be found at the GRIPS Admissions website: 

(http://www.grips.ac.jp/en/admissions/index/). 

The online application process of GRIPS can be 

complicated and confusing because of varying 

requirements and policies for different programs and 

scholarships. The GRIPS Admissions Office will help 

you work through any problems you encounter. 

Candidates must hold a Bachelor's degree from a recognized/accredited university and must 

satisfy the English language requirement with a minimum TOEFL score of 550 (iBT 79) or IELTS 

Academic 6.0. A record of solid academic performance at the undergraduate level is expected. 

Work experience in government or other policy-oriented institutions is highly desirable. 

Evidence of managerial experience and leadership potential are looked on very favorably, 

especially for MP1. Although there is no formal entrance exam, the Public Policy Program 

may administer special exams in such areas as English writing and mathematics proficiency. 

Telephone and video interviews may also be conducted. Some in-person interviews may be 

arranged if circumstances permit. 

Funding Options 
There are several ways to finance your education in the PPP. The traditional way is to obtain 

one of several scholarships allocated to GRIPS by various sponsoring organizations. 

The two primary sources of funds are the Japanese Government (MEXT) and the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB). MEXT and ADB provide a fixed number of scholarships both for 

MP1 and MP2. Candidates who apply by the early application deadline (November) will be 

considered for one of these scholarships. 

The choice of scholarship will be determined by GRIPS based on constraints imposed by the 

scholarship providers (see the GRIPS website for details). 

Scholarships are allocated on a competitive basis from the pool of early applicants. 

Self-financing, including all externally acquired funds, is another option. Since GRIPS is a Japanese 

11 Aclm1ss1ons 



national university, our tuition and fees are very low and quite competitive on an international basis. 

This is particularly true given the high quality of our education and other services. 

As a consequence, an increasing number of candidates apply to GRIPS with their personal funds 

or with scholarships obtained from external sources such as their home governments or non­

governmental organizations. 

Scholarship Eligibility and details for MP1 &2 Program Provided by GRIPS 

Eligibility Criteria . , Scholarship Coverage 

Japanese Government (MEXT) Scholarship 

• Under 35 years of age 

(as of April 1 of the year of enrollment) 

• Nationals of countries with which Japan 
has diplomatic relations 

• Non-residents of Japan 

• Monthly stipend 

• Application fee, admission fee, and tuition 

• Round-trip economy-class air ticket between your 
home country to Japan 

Asian Development Bank - Japan Scholarship Program (ADB-JSP) 

• Under 36 years of age • Monthly stipend 
(as of April 1 of the year of enrollment) • Application fee, admission fee, and tuition 

• Nationals of ADB's developing member countries • Round-trip economy-class air ticket between your 

home country and Japan • At least 2 years of full-time professional work 

experience 

(at the time of application deadline) 
• Research allowance, Book allowance, Arrival 

allowance, and Miscellaneous expenses 

Please refer http://www.grips.ac.jp/en/admissions/index/ for details. 

Important Dates 

Applicants seeking 

MEXT/ADB Scholarships 
Externally funded and self-financed applicants 

Aug Online Applicc1tion Open Online Application Open 

Nov Deadline mid Nov. Deadline mid Nov. 

Dec 

Feb Result Notification 

Mar Online Application Open 

Apr Result Notification 

May Deadline mid May 

Jun 

Jul Result Notification 

Aug Visa, etc. 

Oct Program Starts 

An orientation program is provided for students in early October. The academic year runs from 

October through the following September. 

Admissions 12 -----



Student Support an.d Resources 

One unique aspect of GRIPS is our extensive support system for assisting students in their daily 

living. We consider this aspect of your lives to be every bit as important as your academic life, 

especially for foreign scholars unfamiliar with Japan. As international students have comprised, 

on average, about 60% of the GRIPS student body over the last 10 years, we have developed 

comprehensive services to assist students in their day-to-day living. 

The Student Office organizes orientation programs for incoming students and assists arriving 

international students in getting organized and settled in Japan. It also organizes a number of 

social events and activities, including field trips and Japanese cultural experiences. The Student 

Office also functions as a hub to promote meaningful interaction and understanding between 

Japanese and foreign nationals. 

Faculty 
GRIPS has approximately 80 full-time faculty members from a variety of backgrounds. Many 

of them have served as central and local government officials, diplomats, bankers or business 

executives. This enables an effective combination of rigorous academic courses complemented 

by professional expertise and experience. 
For more on our faculty members, please see http://www.grips.ac.jp/enlabout/directoryl 

Accommodation 
Accommodation is provided in the Tokyo International Exchange Center (TIEC), operated by 

the Japan Student Services Organization (JASSO). in GRIPS International House, or in private 

apartments recommended by the GRIPS Student Office. 

Misato Housing Complex 
In Saitama prefecture, nearby Lalaport 

shopping mall that boasts around 200 shops 

and restaL:rants flanked by enormous IKEA 

and Costco stores. 

Room Types : 1 Room w/kitchen 

2Rooms w/kitchen 

13 Student Support and Resources 

GRIPS International House I 
In Nakano, built in 2009 

Room Types : Single, Couple 

GRIPS International House II 
In Nakano, built in 2010 

Room Types : Single, Couple 



Resources 

Center for Professional 
Communication 
The mission of the Center for Professional 

Communication is to support GRIPS students, 

faculty, and staff in developing effective professional 
communication skills 

and competencies 

needed to communicate 

productively in an 

environment of multiple 

stakeholders. To this 

end, we offer a range 

of instruction and 

support in fundamental 

areas of professional 

communication in 

English and Japanese, 

including policy paper 

writing, professional 

speaking, grant propcsal 

writing, and digital 

communications. We 

also provide opportunities tor cultural and academic 

exchanges through a self-access learning center, 

organize seminars and special events related to 

all aspects of professional communication, and 

prepare customized materials for students and staff 

on academic and professional writing and language 

learning. 

Library 
• Extensive collection of publications in the field of 

policy studies, collected from around the world 

• Collection contains ::iver 150,000 volumes, including 

reference books, statistical collections, working 

papers, and government documents 

• Large collections of periodicals that include more . 

than 10,000 journals, many of which are available 

online 
• Well-trained staff are equipped to respond to 

research-related requests 

Facilities 

Student Rooms and Computers 
• Each student is provided with a study space and 

laptop computer, accessible 24 hours a day 

• A computer help desk is open to all students during 

regular working hours 

Health Services Center 
~ In-house health clinic 

• Nurse on duty daily, doctor available several days a 

week 

• Provides medical advice, basic medical examinations 

• Will refer to an appropriate hospital or specialist 

when necessary 

Fitness Center 
• Running machines 

• Training equipment 

• Showers 

• DVD for exercises 
• Free use by students, faculty, and staff 

Student Support .,nd Resou1u1s~ ____ 1_4 



Address and Contact Information 

Getting to GRIPS 

The GRIPS building is located in 

the center of Tokyo, conveniently 

accessible by public transport. 

Both Nogizaka Station on the 

Chiyoda Line and Roppongi 

Station on the Oedo and Hibiya 

Lines are within 10 minutes 

walking distance. 

flopponr,i lflffs 

Aoyama 
Cemetery Park 

JR Yamnnote Li11e 

JR Chuo/Sobu line. 

Odakyu Line ......... . 

To Yokohama ........................... , •• 

' To Yokohama •••• .,................... ',,, 
\ ~~, Sengakuji 

l(r.ikyu ", .,..,,.., ............ ,./ 
.---,,-•. ~,..,,, 

~f-~~~a f6t--~~~-~---:;?h,nagawa 
Tokyo Monorail 

National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies 
7-22-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-8677 Japan 

Tel: +81-(0)3-6439-6000 Fax +81-(0)3-6439-6010 

http:/ /www.grips.ac.jp 

Admissions Office 
Tel: +81-(0)3-6439-6046 Fax: +81-(0)3-6439-6050 

admissions@grips.ac.jp 

12017041 

. 
• • 11 •,. • Access Route 

• • • • • • Tokyo Metro Hibiya Line 

• • • • • • Tokyo Metro Chiyoda Line 

• • • • • • Toei Oedo Linc 

Hinokicho Park 

G 
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Message from the President 

The National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS), a graduate school established in 1997, aims to 

contribute to the development and advancement of democratic governance both in Japan and abroad through 

research and education in governmental policy and policy reform. Since its inception as the Graduate School of 

Policy Science at Saitama University iri 1977, GRIPS has conducted policy research relevant to the current affairs 

of Japan and the world and provided graduate education in advanced policy studies designed primarily for mid­

career administrative and government officials from Japan and overseas, primarily from developing countries. 

GRIPS places particular emphasis on education for our international students; many of our degree programs 

can be obtained through study entirely in English. 

GRIPS endeavors to produce young policy-makers who can tackle problems faced by countries, cities, 

international organizations, companies, and civic society at large. To that end, graduate education at GRIPS 

focuses on the fundamentals of policy research as well as practical problem-solving. Students benefit from high­

quality instruction in economics, political science, public administration, international relations, engineering, 

and other subjects, and from the examination of selected case studies reflecting the experiences of Japan and 

other Asian countries related to modernization, rapid economic growth, and disaster management. In addition 

to high-quality graduate education, we offer training programs that meet the needs of various stakeholders 

including the government agencies of a wide array of countries; we also accept funded research that draws on 

our faculty's expertise. 

GRIPS' current policy on education, research and management is strongly linked to the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 2015. Our curriculum 

highlights the 17 goals of the SDGs: we work to raise the awareness and knowledge of the SDGs amongst 

our students-many of whom will go on to become future leaders of their countries. I am also keen on 

encouraging research that will contribute towards the achievement of the SDGs. 

Currently, international students make up 60% of our student population. Even by global standards, we are a 

particularly international research and education institution. In this environment, international students have 

the opportunity to engage in friendly competition among themselves and with the people who will lead Japan 

in the future, whereas Japanese students have the chance to create bonds with those who will go on to be 

future leaders in their home countries around the globe. 

GRIPS is centrally located in Tokyo and has extensive access to the Japanese government and its agencies and to 

other major stakeholders. This proximity allows our students to experience the core of Japanese policymaking 

as they perform their research. 

The world in the 21st century faces a great number of urgent issues that require action on both national and 

international scales. These issues, reflected in the SDGs, impact on areas including economic development, 

security, the environment, overpopulation, inequality, and technological progress. I hcpe that you will choose to 

come to GRIPS and join us in addressing these global problems. 

Brief History Basic Data 

Akihiko Tanaka 

President 

Profile 
Akihiko Tanaka obtained his Ph.D. in 

political science from the Massachusetts 

Institute ofTechnology in 1981 and has held 

various positions at the University ofTokyo, 

including Professor of International Politics. 

Director of the Institute of Oriental Culture, 

and Executive Vice-President. He served 

as President of the Japan International 

Cooperation Agency IJICA) from Apnl, 2012, 

to September, 2015. ProfessorTanaka's 

academic specialties include theories of 

international politics, development cooper­

ation, contemporary international relations 

in East Asia, and Japanese foreign policy In 

2012, he received the Medal of Honor with 

Purple Ribbon lshiJu hasho) for his academic 

achievements. In April 2017 Professor Tanaka 

became President of GRIPS. 

1977 Graduate School of Policy Science (GSPS), ■ Location: Central Tokyo (Roppongi) 

Saitama University established 

1997 National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) established 

1998 GRIPS relocated to campus in Shinjuku Wakamatsu-cho, Tokyo 

2000 First master's degree conferred 

2003 First Ph.D. conferred 

2004 Transition to national university corporation 

2005 GRIPS relocated to newly built campus in Roppongi, Tokyo 

2013 GRIPS ALLIANCE established 

2016 GRIPS Fund established 

■ Degrees awarded: Master's degrees and doctorates 

■ Language of instruction: English 

■ Academic calendar: October-September 

■ Total number of students: 380 

■ Number of alumni: 4,785 



• 
Mee.t Pol icy Professionals from 
Around the World 

Many students at GRIPS are mid-career personnel from central and local 

government, related institutions and private companies. About 60% of 

the student body is composed of international students from nearly 60 

countries and regions, many of whom are administrative officials in their 

own countries. 

Our students have diverse nationalities, cultures, and languages, but they 

are all dedicated policy professionals. GRIPS is an environment where 

Japanese and international students can address the same problems in the 

same classroom, thinking about future policy from a global perspective. 

Where are GRIPS Alumni working? 
(Graduated 2017) 

Academic 
Institutions: 12 % 

Other: 2% 

GRIPS/GSPS Alumni in the World (as of May 2018) 

.. , ..................... ,,,,, .. ···········-········"···--···· 
Asia Bangladesh 159 Bhutan 33 
23 countries & regions Indonesia 

Mongolia 

Sri Lanka 

449 Japan 1,706 

75 Myanmar 108 

72 Thailand 170 

Brunei 

Republic of Korea 

Nepal 

Timor-Leste 

Pacific 
6 countries Australia 42 Fiji 10 New Zealand 

North America 
2 countries 

Latin America 
17 countries 

U.S A. Canada 

Belize Brazil 

Dominican Republic 5 Ecuador 

Mexico 3 Nicaragua 
·································· 

8 

6 

14 

Chile 

El Salvador 

Paraguay 

3 Cambodia 104 China 

67 Laos 37 Malaysia 

77 Pakistan 91 Philippines 

Viet Nam 166 Taiwan 

Papua New Gui<1ea 6 Samoa 

····················"''''''''' 
Colombia Costa Rica 

18 Guatemala 4 Haiti 

3 Peru 18 Venezuela 

218 India 

119 Maldiv13s 

193 Singapore 

1 Vanuatu 

Cuba 

Jamaica 

58 

14 

8 

Europe Albania 3 Armenia 
tinciuding NIS countries) Georgia 
30 countries 

13 Germany 4 

Azerbal1an 

Greece 

6 Bulgaria 

Hungary 

11 Croatia 

13 Iceland 

Czech Republic 12 

Italy 2 

Kazakhstan 46 Kyrgyz Republic 59 Lithuania =:Ji:~ 2 Moldova 

Netherlands 3 Poland 20 12 Russia 1 Serbia 2 Slovakia 

Spain Switzerland 

Latvia 

Romania 

Tajikistan 16 Turkmenistan 6 Ukraine 7 Uzbekistan 91 

Middle East Afghanistan 13 Iran 

7 countries Yemen 
················································ 

Africa Algeria Botswana 
JO countries Egypt 14 Ethiopia 

Lesotho 1 Liberia 

Namibia Nigeria 

Sudan 3 Tanzania 
······················"·"···"•···· ·········"·''''''''''''"''''"········· 

3 

1 

35 

4 

40 

Jordan Saudi Arab,a 2 Syria 

Burundi 

Eritrea 

Cameroon 

Ghana 

Madagascar 3 Malawi 

Rwanda 4 Sierra Leone 

Tun1s1a Uganda 

3 

39 

4 

5 

36 

DR Congo 

Guinea 

Mauritius 

Republic of 
South Africa 

Zambia 

GRIPS attracts students from around the world in a 
variety of fields. Networks established during study 
are precious assets after graduation. Our gradw1tes 
number over 4,500 and hail from 115 different 
countries and regions, including those from GRIPS's 
predecessor, the Graduate School of Policy Science 

(GSPS) at Saitama University. 

Total number of countries and regions: 115 Total number of alumni: 4,785 

Center for Professional 
Communication 

The mission of the Center for Professional Communication is to 

support GRIPS' students, faculty, and staff in developing effective 

professional communication skills and competencies needed 

to communicate productively in an environment of multiple 

stakeholders. To this end, we offer a range of instruction and support 

in fundamental areas of professional communication in English 

and Japanese including policy paper writing, professional speaking, 

grant proposal writing, and digital communications. We also provide 

opportunities for cultural and academic exchanges through a self­

access learning center, organize seminars and special events related 

to all aspects of professional communication, and prepare customized 

materials for students and staff on academic and professional writing 

and language learning. 

2 Turkey 15 

........................... 
Cote d' lvoire 3 

Kenya 38 

Mozambique 3 

South Sudan 

29 Zimbabwe 25 



Focused Knowledge of Pol icy 

Studies 

Located in Roppongi, Tokyo, the GRIPS ca:npus is close to Nagatacho 

and Kasumigaseki, the political and administrative centers of Japan 

respectively, making it easy for current administrative officers and 

practitioners to visit. Through lectures, seminars, the GRIPS Forum and 

other events, students have the opportunity to deepen their knowledge 

of policy studies by hearing from top-class experts on the front lines of 

domestic and international academia, government, politics and industry. 

Diversity and Depth of Teaching 

our faculty consists of leading scholars in policy studies from Japan 

and overseas, and highly gifted individuals with practical experience in 

government, international development and related fields. Together, they 

make a team of instructors with great diversity and depth. 

we have 70 full-time and many part-time professors to our approximately 

400 students. The curriculum includes discussions and tutorial classes 

with a small number of students, alongside regular lectures. Instruction is 

closely attuned to the needs of the individual student. 

Short-Term Executive Training 

GRIPS has been providing various short-term training programs 

for government officials, particularly for senior executives, middle 

management level officials and public policy professionals. The Executive 

Development Center for Global Leadership (CGL) is a well-established 

center for executive training, which was launched in 2013. The center 

has been organizing many short-term training programs to meet specific 

requests. 

» Subjects of Short-Term Executive Training Program include: 
• Leadership Development and Management for the 21st Century 

• Public Management in General 

• Structures and Processes of Government 

• Organizational Management 

• Civil Service Systems and Human Resource Man3gement 

• Tools of Government 

• Legal Systems and Legislative Review 

• Administrative Reform and Innovation 

• Good Governance 

• Trust in the Government 

• Ethics and Anti-Corruption 

• Local Governance in General 

• Local Government Administration 

• Local Government Financial Administration 

• Management of Inter-Governmental Relations 

• Public Policy Analysis 

• Selected Substantive Policies 

Soukairou Hall 

& 
» Short-term training programs consist of various activities: 
• Lectures by government officials, business executives, specialists from 

research institutions, as well as professors from GRIPS and other universities 

• Field trips or visits to government offices and other places of interests related 

to themes of training 

• Group discussions and workshops 

• Participants' presentations and policy papers 

• Exchanges with people from Japan 

For the past programs, p:ease visit GRIPS website at 

http://www.g rips. ac.j p/ en/training/ 



Degree Programs SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT 

,5ustainable development goals (SDGs) relevant to our master's and doctorate programs G 
GRIPS G/"'?,ALS ·.i::,., «'I-\, 

Master's Programs 

Young Leaders Program D El D II 11\'1 a El l] ml lhl IE [8 Ill ml ml IE 

This program focuses 011 exposing students in a systematic way to the fundamentals 

of politics, government and public administration, public policy, 

management and leadership. The program prepares students to work as senior 

executives and leaders in the national, sub-national and local governments as well 

as in other public sector organizations. 

One-year Master's Program of Public Policy (MP1) 

01:j Dlllil ... ,Ell]ml 00 IFlmllE 
This program equips managers and leaders with the skills i]nd knowledge necessary 

for analysis, implementation, and evaluation of public policy. Students who enroll in 

this program become part of a global network of leaders. 

Two-year Master's Program of Public Policy (MP2) 

U 1:1 D II Iii El 111 ml llHE ml IE 
This program conveys technical policy analysis skills to early-career professionals in 

local or national governments, international organizations, or policy institutes. 

Macroeconomic Policy Program D II El ml 
The aim of this program is to enable macroeconomic policy professionals to plan 

and maintain robust national economies by equipping them with an 

understanding of macroeconomic fluctuations and the roles of monetary and fiscal 

policies in domestic and global economies. 

Public Finance Program II Ill El ml 
This program provides students with the conceptual understanding and technical 

competence they need to become leaders in taxation and customs. 

Economics, Planning and Public Policy Program 

DDllllJ--EllilmllE 
This is a joint two-year GRIPS-lndone~ia Linkage program offered in conjunction with 

top national universities in Indonesia. The program is aimed at preparing local and 

central government officials who will contribute to good governance and economic 

development in Indonesia. 

Disaster Management Policy Program Ii] fl)1 IE 
This program equips profes5ionals from developing countries with effective 

approaches to, and techniques for, coping with natural disasters, as well as with 

engineering knowledge and skills needed to minimize seismic risks and counteract. 

widespread water hazards. 

Maritime Safety and Security Policy Program ill m IE 

This program is designed and administered jointly by GRIPS and the Japan Coast 

Guard Academy. Students benefit from both institutions' resources in the fields of 

public policy, security studies, maritime safety, and maritime security. 

Graduate Program in Japanese Language and Culture* II 

This program promotes rigorous examination of Japanese pedagogy and Japanese 

culture. Graduates of this program become learJers in Japanese language education 

in their own countries. 

Ph.D. Programs 

Our Ph.D. programs prepare a new generation of public policy 

researchers, scholars, and professionals. The programs stress the 

development of theoretical, conceptual, and methodological knowledge 

as well as advanced skills needed for high-level policy analysis in 

government, universities, and international organizations. The GRIPS 

Global Governance Program and the Policy Analysis Program are 5-year 

doctoral programs designed for bachelor's degree holders; all other 

doctoral programs are 3-year programs designed for master's degree 

holders. 

5-Year Ph.D. Programs 

GRIPS Global Governance Program (G-cube) 

000110a mrnmlmrnmmimmm 
Policy Analysis Program 

D l'Hl II Im l'i1 El 111 ml ill IE Im 

3-Year Ph.D. Programs 

Public Policy Program 

omo1100 mamlmrnmmimmm 
Security and International Studies Program 

mm 
State Building and Economic Development Program* 

D D II Iii m Ill ml !fl m IE 
Disaster Management Program 

D EHHI 111 ml i<l! [8 Ill ml IE 

Science, Technology and Innovation Policy Program 

D~DlllilC 'l1l111illlii.dffi[81l!m!ml 

*No longer accepting applications. 
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Please visit the dedicated website, Knowledge and 

Research: How GRIPS contributes to the SDGs, to see 

the connections between our research and education 

activities and the SDGs. 

http://www.grips.ac.jp/sdgs/en/ 



Access 

Nakano 

Haneda Airport 

• • ':.------•~ishi-Nippori 

Tokyo Monorail 

Funeno­
Kagakukan 

From Narita Airport to Roppongi via Tokyo by Narita Express: 1 hour 30 minutes 

Fmm Narita Airport to Roppongi via Nippori by Skyliner: 1 hour 15 minutes 

From Haneda A,rport to Roppongi by Tokyo Monorail: 40 minutes 

From Tokyo to Roppongi: 17 minutes 

National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) 

7-22-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo, 106-8677, Japan 

Aoyama 
Cemetery Park 

·d!:l!! .. _ 

H1nok1cho Park 

··•,.@ 
';.,....0 .. •~;: .. Tokyo Midtown 

The National 1
••••• @ •:;_:. 

Art Center, Tokyo •• •:•• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • Access Route 

• ••••••••Tokyo Metro H1biya line 
• • • • • • • •Tokyo Metro Ch1yoda line 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • T oei Oedo Line 

...•. 
Ryudocho 
81jutsukan Dori 
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From exi', no. 7 at Roppongi station on the Toei Oedo Line: 5 minutes walk 

From exit no. 4a at Roppongi station on the Tokyo Metro Hibiya Line: 10 minutes walk 

From exit no. 5 at Nogizaka station on the Tokyo Metro Chiyoda Line: 6 minutes walk 
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